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Thank You to those who contributed to this issue: 
 
 

Barbara Maley - Lisa Sponsler 
Joan Vande Velde & Uma 

Geoff  Neigher - Sophie van Kleef 
Tobi Emanuel - Olivia Rosenberg  

It snowed last week and today the flowers are 
blooming. Have you ever tried to think ‘Winter’ 
when you look out the window and see ‘Spring’? 
As I worked on the Winter edition of The Happy 
Schappy, several really cute pictures came in inspir-
ing an idea that will come in the form of a Special 
Edition for our Spring 2022 issue. The content is 
here and in production so be on the lookout for 
the next issue coming soon as: 

 

 Spring 2022 ‘Special Edition’ (Schappy Style) 
 
 

Schappy star power comes in many different 
forms and within this issue you’ll discover       
mega-talents from our Schappy group. You’ll find 
a fun story of Schappy royalty, a developing 
friendship between a Schap and his baby human 
brother. Have you ever wondered why your 
Schappy might love one family member more than 
others? Be sure to read the research on this topic. 
What about the DNA of your canine pals? Learn 
more about this from a Schappy breeder who is 
using it. And be sure to enjoy some great photos of 
our Schappy dogs - many worthy of the Schapen-
does calendar! There’s also a touching letter ~ 
from a dog, serving as a small reminder of how 
much these little 4-paw kids mean to us - and how 
much we mean to them as well. 
 

We’re very excited about the website announce-
ment! And, don’t miss the schedule for content to 
be submitted for the SUMMER 2022 issue. 
 

Many thanks to all who submitted stories, photos, 
information and those who just make us smile. 
Remember, it takes a Schappy Village to make 
these publications special. I’m just the messenger. 
So, I invite YOU to take some time and share a 
photo or some other piece of information with the 
group for the Summer 2022 issue. 
 

Enjoy this issue and be on the lookout for  
Spring 2022 • Special Edition: Schappy Style 

COMING SOON 
 
 
 

Wishing you joy & peace ~ 

mailto:Lively1@windstream.net
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The Happy Schappy • SUMMER 2022  
...coming in AUGUST 2022 

Deadline for sending articles, pictures, etc.: 
July 15, 2022 

 

Send all content for The Happy Schappy newsletter to: 
Sandee Lively: Lively1@windstream.net 

The Happy Schappy • SPRING 2022  

SPECIAL EDITION • Schappy Style 
Coming  Soon 

 
Click the link below to  

go directly to the website:  
 

www.TheHappySchappy.org 

Newsletter Schedule 
Website Update  

www.TheHappySchappy.org 
 

The Happy Schappy website is still a work-in-progress; however, you can now go to the 
website and see all issues of The Happy Schappy newsletters.  

 
Click on the NEWSLETTERS tab on the website and you will see links to each newsletter 
beginning with the SPRING 2017 issue. Click the issue you’d like to see and it will open as 
a PDF file on your web browser. You can read (and save & print) any of the newsletters 
right from the website. It’s easy! 
 

Be sure to remember the web address extension is .ORG (not .com) 
 
A big THANK YOU to Barbara Maley for posting all the newsletters on the website for us. 
She will be adding more content as time and events occur.  
 

mailto:Lively1@windstream.net
http://www.thehappyschappy.org
http://www.TheHappySchappy.org
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 List of  Schapendoes in the USA 
Another Schappy ZOOM meeting soon 

Submitted by: Olivia Rosenberg, Club President 

 

 

 

Everyone  

receiving this 

newsletter 

is invited 

to attend 

future  

Happy 

Schappy 

ZOOM  

calls.  
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The USA Schapendoes Facebook group started a ‘Schapendoes Census’ trying to get a count on how 
many Schapendoes are in the USA, where they are located, along with a few other statistics. By clicking 
on the link below you will be able to include your Schapendoes to be counted. This will help us with   
further club development by having a realistic list and count of the number of Schapendoes in the USA 
(which AKC uses to determine club status). The link takes you to the form. Anyone with the link can see 
the progress as the form automatically updates anytime someone adds something to it. Everyone with a 
Schapendoes is encouraged to participate. 
 

The LINK to the spreadsheet is shown below:  
(Just click it and go to the Google Doc form to add your information if you haven’t already.) 

 

To: The Happy Schappy Group 
From: Olivia Rosenberg, Club President 
 

I’d like to have another virtual ZOOM meeting within the next few 
months for the club! Getting a better idea on the number of Schaps in 
the USA will be very helpful for our club to progress.  
Look forward to seeing you all soon ~  Olivia 

LINK: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-e1bJVVVRFBaDFs3YjTUV7PSpMGj-DHMLrpnnltQ9ig/edit#gid=0 

 

Any Questions - Contact Olivia Rosenberg:    Olivia@BVMAIL.NET 

* (To learn more about EMBARK see Lisa Sponsler’s article on Pages 18-20) 

 

 

The information you will be asked to provide:  

 

Call Name - Registered Name - Sex - Birth Date - Coat Color - Birth Country - 
AKC Registered ? - Owner Name - Breeder Name - Current Location (State) - 
Any dog sports? (past or present) - Stamdoes link - EMBARK* link 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-e1bJVVVRFBaDFs3YjTUV7PSpMGj-DHMLrpnnltQ9ig/edit#gid=0
mailto:Olivia@BVMAIL.NET
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Zing & Bubbles 
Face-off  for a little Snow Wrestling 

Photos by: Lisa Sponsler, Indiana 

 

 

Zing & Bubbles 
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Moos and Louie 
Best Friends Forever 

By: Sophie van Kleef, London, England 
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In the last newsletter we met and            
welcomed Louie (new baby human brother 
to Schappy Moos) who lives in London.  
 

After several months, Moos continues to 
embrace Louie’s presence and they are 
becoming better friends day-by-day.  
 

Louie finds it hilariously funny to give Moos 
a treat, while Moos understands he needs 
to be patient and gentle with his new little 
friend. Moos is also very helpful cleaning 
up Louie’s dinner mess..  
 

They spend a lot of time exercising on the 
floor. Moos encourages Louie to turn and 
start crawling. 
 

Some evidence . . . 

Mom, 
Louie has 

my ball 
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Did you know … 
 

Dogs and humans see color differently. 
 

Dogs have many fewer cone photorecep-
tors in their eyes. Since this is the part of 
the eye that controls color perception, dogs 
see fewer colors.  
 
Blue and yellow are the two main colors 
they see, with various shades of gray filling 
in much of the rest.  
 
Keep this in mind, when choosing toys. A 
bright red toy in the green grass may be 
very difficult for your dog to see because of 
how they perceive these two colors. 
 

Moos and Louie 
(continued) 
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Louie shows Moos how to  
touch front paws to toe paws. 

Snuggle-Up 
for Nap Time  

Thank you to Tobi Emanuel for sharing this tid-bit of informa-

tion as a Did You Know. ( I didn’t know that! Thanks :-) 
Liza has learned how to snow plow 
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Our Schapendoes Life 

Willie 
By:  Joan Vande Velde, South Carolina 

 

 

Meet His Royal Majesty Willem-Alexander! No, not THAT Willem-Alexander, the actual 
King of Netherlands; THIS namesake Willie is King of well, everything else I guess or so he 
would presume. And not Wonka, not Nelson, not even Mays. Just Willie.  

Last spring my then six-year-old        

granddaughter sat herself down to take an 

online dog-matching quiz. Based on her 

preferences, up popped a picture of the 

Schapendoes; Margaux asking her Mom, 

“What is this breed?”; daughter Marisa  

forwarding the information; me getting 

sucked into the wonderful world of  . . .  

        Schapendoes! 
The timing was good; I had recently moved 

to a small  bungalow  with a good-size yard 

and  was  no  longer  a  Bouvier owner. The  

idea of a medium size herding dog with 

loads of personality and athleticism held a 

great deal of appeal but locating a litter was 

challenging. Anne Harvey of Schapannro 

Kennels was very helpful and put me in 

touch with a local family who had obtained 

a puppy from her kennel. Johanna Stoiser 

graciously invited me over to discuss the 

breed, learn about how her dog fit within 

their family, and of course meet their    

marvelous Mr. Maurits. Ultimately, I     

connected with Lisa Sponsler of DreamStar  

(continued next page) 

His Highness has been with me now about six months; here’s how it came about: 
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Our Schapendoes Life: Willie 
By:  Joan Vande Velde, South Carolina 
(Page 2 of 5) 

Schapendoes who had plans for her female 

Zing to be a mama, hopefully in July. It     

developed that I was able to follow Zing’s 

pregnancy and the well-documented growth 

and development of her 8-puppy litter,       

including video of puppies running up and 

down the puppy chute for food and playtime; 

very entertaining and an excellent           

demonstration of Lisa’s training and their  

capabilities. (Newsletter readers are likely 

familiar with these owners and dogs, as 

they’ve been featured in past issues and on 

calendars.) 
 

Last September Willie and I drove home 

from Carmel, IN to Greenville, SC, the day 

AFTER a male littermate had been driven to 

HIS new home with an older Schapendoes, 

also in the Greenville area. (This makes at 

least four Schapendoes in the area, 

Greenville fast becoming a hot bed for the 

breed.) Eli and Willie did puppy obedience 

class together, following each session with a 

few minutes of old-time sibling wrestling. 

Willie and I have followed up this basic   

obedience with more training, some of which 

is based on Mark McCabe’s method of 

“Training Between the Ears”. We are in a 

process of becoming civilized and have a 

way to go but we’ll get there. 
 

Even though my place is small, Willie has 

explored most nooks and crannies, often 

seeking out the cool (OK drafty) corners. 

Atop the brick hearths is a favorite, and as 

with any puppy and all toddlers anywhere, 

the bathroom is a perennial attraction. Lately 

Willie has taken to waltzing into the walk-in 

shower following visits to the park.  

He sits patiently, waiting to be hosed down 

with the hand-held spray attachment; treats 

figuring prominently in the process. As with 

grooming, we do this regularly but not    

thoroughly, subscribing to the philosophy of 

“Close enough is good enough.” 

(continued next page) 

I am fortunate that my oldest son’s very     

active family lives close by: Mom, Dad, their 

two teenage daughters and Great Dane Lucy, 

Willie’s BFF. Playtime is fun time and they 

certainly are the odd couple; Willie tail bites 

and “body slams” – even though Lucy has 

100 pounds on him. Lucy allows it… until 

she doesn’t. There can be a sort of adapted 

tug-o-war as well as some don’t-touch-my-

stuff, so Willie has learned a lot about        

respecting boundaries from her. 
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(continued next page) 

Our Schapendoes Life: Willie (& Lucy) 
By:  Joan Vande Velde, South Carolina 
(Page 3 of 5) 
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Our Schapendoes Life: Willie 
By:  Joan Vande Velde, South Carolina 
(Page 4 of 5) 

(continued next page) 

Granddaughter Maddie calls him Billy or 

Bill, doesn’t seem to matter. Mr. Just-don’t 

call-me-late-for-dinner is over 39 pounds. 

The heaviest of his litter, Willie seems on 

target to becoming a substantial adult. 
 

Willie has a toy box that he used to      

regularly empty OUT so HE could go IN, 

apparently figuring he was the best toy 

EVER. Those days are gone although the 

box and toys remain; lately nothing beats a 

good time like a stick … or a yoga ball. 

Toys are OK but no matter the shape or 

size, sticks are the bomb and if they can be 

snuck inside the house all the better! The 

yoga ball gets herded around the back yard; 

sometimes I get involved but he’s usually 

happy to be large and in charge. 

Willie lights it up at the local dog park, a 

large wooded area with dedicated space for 

large and small dogs. These days we’ve 

navigated to the bigger side with its more 

interesting terrain, and many dogs and 

owners. Willie is friendly, but submissive, 

so he has immediate fun and easily finds 

pals (lessons from Lucy) both canine and 

human. Many are curious about the breed, 

often guessing at some sort of “Doodle”.  

Compliments abound about his coat; he 

takes it in royal stride as he jumps and  

somersaults followed by a sort of dog    

paddle at the water pump/trough.  Mulch 

covers his shaggy coat, and then with a  

vigorous shake just as quickly it disappears. 

This is one happy dog, and it’s pervasive; 

it’s hard not to smile around him. 
 

Last fall I had the opportunity to tour a    

local Gouda cheese-making farm where the 

owners were – no surprise – from Gouda, 

Netherlands. The farmer read my nametag; 

I explained that although my surname is 

BELGIAN I owned a DUTCH sheepdog. 

He shook his head at my Schapendoes   

pronunciation. Gathering up a very guttural 

SCH with a hard K not SH sound before 

the AP – then EN – then say the last       

syllable  to  sound like deuce, and you have  

 

SCHKAP – EN – DOOS.  

 

It’s hard to describe if you’re not a linguist, 

but no matter how you say it, Willie is a 

wonderful dog and I am lucky that an 

online quiz opened the back door to this 

special breed. 
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Our Schapendoes Life: Willie (& Uma) 
By:  Joan Vande Velde, South Carolina 
(Page 5 of 5) 

Willie enjoys a bone on the hearth 

A final shout out to  

 

Uma  
 

Uma is my  

granddaughter who 

took most of these 
pictures.  She is 

more experienced 

with people portrait 
work but was happy 

to step up to the      

challenge of dog 
photography.   

I think she did  

an exceptional job! 
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 Congratulations to 

MUNIN & SAOIRSE 
Submitted by: Olivia Rosenberg, North Carolina 
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Munin  
 

Achieved the titles of: 
 

Number 1 Schapendoes 
 in Dock Diving  

...and… in Barn Hunt  

2021  

Saoirse 
 

Achieved the title of: 
  

Number 1 Schapendoes 
in FastCAT 

  
 

2021 

Munin dock diving and rat hunting 
Saoirse running FastCAT and  

herding at her first herding trial 
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Note from Brooklyn 
Submitted by: Karen & Geoff Neigher, California 

Written By: Geoff Neigher, California 

 

As promised last time, I want to report on our trip to Sam    
Klementay.  We had a super time!  We stayed at a vacation 
cottage -- which must’ve once been a rabbit hutch, because it 
was a Hare B’n’B.   
 
Anyway, there was another dog there, and I didn’t like him, so 
I barked at him whenever I saw him.  And he barked at me – 
which is insulting, because the beautifullest dog always does 
the barking at the only-your-mom-thinks-you’re-pretty 
dog. He was one of those Wiener dogs, so maybe he never 
got the memo. Those guys are so stretched out that their 
brains become twisted inside their heads and they don’t think 

great. Plus, they’re always angry ‘cause their tummies scrape 
on the ground. It’s true. It’s a known fact.  
 
Anyway. Things are copacetic around here. Except… get 
this: my humans finally discovered where my mojo is. Now, 

when they scratch me in the right 
spot, my back left leg starts    
kicking away like I’m trying to 
start a motorcycle. Oh, how they 
laugh and tell each other, “Hey, 
watch this,” and scratch my 
spot. I don’t mind. It is kinda 
funny. Plus, I know where their 
mojos are, and it drives them 
crazy. 
  

The Happy Schappy - Volume 6, Issue 1–  Winter 2022 

Brooklyn 
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Reflections 
~ By: Rafferty 

Submitted by: Geoff Neigher, California 

Wisdom 

By: Rafferty 

she’s embarrassing herself, but she    
dismisses my constructive criticism with 
her default retort: she is who she is, and 
she’s proud of it.   
 
I have to admit that I envy her 

singlemindedness (although some might 
call it simplemindedness). I think that, if I 
were to dig exceedingly deeply into my 
personality in search of a flaw, it might 
be that I harbor a speck of cynicism. This 
is what comes from following world      
affairs.   
 

...and from reading Schopenhauer.    

First, another tip of my metaphorical 
chapeau to all of you who have          
inquired about my state of health and 
wished me well.  Thank you.   
 
I have just undergone a series of tests 

and will have the results in a few 
days. I am feeling spry and undimin-
ished, so I am keeping the best of 
thoughts and basking in your kind good 
wishes. 
 
I have been following world affairs with 
trepidation and scratching my head in 
wonderment at the contretemps        
humans engage in. I sometimes wish 
canines ran the world and humans 
could be led around on retractable 
leashes until they learn to behave   
properly.  
 
Speaking of scratching, I see that 
Brooklyn has been extolling her Wide 
World of Mojo. Honestly, she is the 
most easily amused creature,          
constantly nudging our humans to rake 
their fingernails over her back so she 
can throw her leg into hyper-drive. She 
looks as if she’s trying to scratch her 
ear but doesn’t know where her head 
is.  I  have  tactfully  informed  her   that  

~ Rafferty 

The Happy Schappy - Volume 6, Issue 1–  Winter 2022 
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Dear Schabby, 
 

I think I have a super power.  
It is:  Laser Smelling 
  

I can smell things from 10 feet away while 
we are on a walk and I cannot control       
myself. I HAVE to get to the smelly spot. My 
person doesn't like me pulling like this. I 
don't think they realize this is my gift! My  
super power! Once I get to the target smell 
I spend a lot of time analyzing it. This is all 
very important in my mind and part of my 
gift. How can I make this clearer to my 
loved ones who walk me? 
 

Signed, 
Super Snooper 
  

 
Dear Snoop Dogg!!!, 
 

Interesting problem.  Ever since we swam 
ashore from the Primordial Schlump as little 
pollywogs, dogs have been extremely 
nosey.  We loooooove to smell stuff, even it’s 
stuff we deposited on tree belts and in parks 
and woods and farms and sidewalks.  It’s our 
nature.  It’s who we are.  It’s how we find out 
who’s new in the neighborhood. 
 

However, sometimes our noses get the better 
of us and, like you, we sniff our way into the 
doghouse.  I’m sure you know the old saying, 
“Fish Gotta Swim, Dogs Gotta Sniff Butts,” but 
you may have overdone it.   
 

Try to sniff a little less often; maybe go after 
every other tempting target, instead of every 
single one.  Otherwise, you could get into      
serious trouble.   

Dear Schabby, 
 
 

I am in love … with a 
yellow Labradore. 

 

She is yellow and I ADORE her. I go to her 
porch to see if she wants to play and she 
just barks like she doesn't like me there. I 
know she is just shy. How can I get her to 
like me? 
  
Lab Adorer 
  
 
Dear Fab Lab, 
 

Watch out, Pal. You don’t wanna push     
yourself on anyone. That used to be okay in 
the old days, but today, no is no. Bark is bark. 
I could go into a whole speech about           
respecting another individual’s space and  
dignity, but I’ll just give you two words of 
warning: Harvey Whinestein. 

If you’re a Schapendoes with questions, problems, situations, or simply baffled by a situation that 
your humans just don’t understand, send your request to another Schapendoes (Dear Schabby / aka: 
Brooklyn) to get answers, perspectives and some real Schap-to-Schap advice. Send your problems, 

concerns, situations, ideas, questions, comments to: Dear Schabby at: Lively1@windstream.net 
Advice will follow in the next newsletter 

 Schapendoes Advice Column 

Dear Schabby  
Schapendoes-to-Schapendoes 
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I know of a DoberDoodle three houses down who 
had Sniffosis and drove her humans               
bonkers. They finally took her to a Cosmic      
Surgeon who gave her a nose job. What a 
mess!  Not only can’t she smell anything, but now 
she looks like Goldie Hawn!   
 

So, while I respect your natural needs, I think you 
should pull back your nose before you regret 
it.  Sorry for the bad news, but it’s for your own 
good.  Tough love, Dawg. 

 

mailto:Lively1@windstream.net
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The Clown Car includes  
funny and entertaining photos  

of our Silly Schappies  
doing crazy things to keep us smiling!  

 
 

Send your 
Funny Schappy 

photos to be  
included in  

The Clown Car 
photos 

 
Submit to: 

Lively1@windstream.net 

Clown Car  
Artwork By: Suzanne Maley 

THE CLOWN CAR PHOTOS 
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He’s all decked out 
in his camouflage 
outfit and hiding 

from the prey. 
 

There’s a  
Schapendoes  

(Puck)  

hidden somewhere 
among the leaves.  

 

Can you find 
him? 

mailto:Lively1@windstream.net
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DNA Testing 
with EMBARK for Breeders 

By:  Lisa Sponsler (Dreamstar Schapendoes), Indiana 

(continued next page) 

Embark provides dog DNA testing from a cheek swab collected by the owner. DNA testing can 
determine the breeds in a mixed breed dog or confirm that a purebred is indeed all one breed.  
The test also screens for 210 different diseases and identifies the genetics behind traits such as 
coat color, tail length, shedding, eye color, and body size. The Coefficient of Inbreeding (COI) is 
also determined. The COI is a measure of how closely related the dog’s parents were. This is 
thought to be a more accurate measure of inbreeding than COI calculations done based on  
pedigrees. Embark’s genetic COI measures the proportion of your dog's genes that are identical 
on the mother's and father's side. The higher the number, the more inbred. Dogs that are less 
inbred tend to live longer and healthier lives. Purebred dogs, especially rare breeds, tend to have 
significant inbreeding. It is also possible to predict the COI for offspring of a potential pair of 
breeding dogs if both dogs have been tested with Embark. 
 
 
 

I know of at least 6 Schapendoes that 
have been tested with Embark,      
including 3 of my own. The genetic 
COI’s determined by Embark for my 3 
Schapendoes are 24%, 26%, & 30%.  
Their respective COI calculated by 
pedigree from Stamdoes.nl is 8%, 
9%, & 25%, so the pedigree          
calculations lead you to believe they 
are less inbred than they truly are 
based on genetic testing.   
 

 
 

Some of the useful health testing for 
Schapendoes is the test for            
hyperuricosuria (HUU). This is a    
recessive condition that causes     
kidney and bladder stones composed 
of urate if a dog inherits 2 copies of 
the variant. Carriers with one copy 
are normal. When several Schapen-
does in Canada were tested, one 
third were found to be HUU carriers, 
so it does seem to be common. HUU 
testing is important to identify carriers 
so they are not bred to each other.  
All Schapendoes should be tested for 
HUU prior to breeding.  



19 
(continued next page) 

The Happy Schappy - Volume 6, Issue 1–  Winter 2022 

DNA Testing with EMBARK for Breeders 
By:  Lisa Sponsler (Dreamstar Schapendoes), Indiana 
(Page 2 of 3) 

Currently, the Embark test does not test for          
Schapendoes Progressive Retinal Atropy (PRA). This 
disease causes blindness later in life if a dog inherits 2 
copies of the variant.  It seems this gene is rare in the 
breed. All the Schapendoes initially imported to Canada 
tested clear. Schapendoes are considered “clear by 
pedigree” if it is known that both parents tested clear. I 
am not aware of any lab in the US that tests for Schap-
endoes PRA, but I am hopeful the Schapendoes PRA 
will someday be added to the Embark test.   
 

 

Another curious finding has been a gene for          
Chondrodystrophy and Intervertebral Disc Disease 
(CDDY/IVDD, Type I IVDD). This is a linkage test, 
meaning they are not testing for the gene, but rather for 
a gene that is close on a chromosome and tends to be 
inherited with the CDDY gene. Linkage tests are not 
quite as accurate as direct assays. Chondrodystrophy 
(CDDY) refers to the relative proportion between a 
dog’s legs and body, wherein the legs are shorter and 
the body longer. Type I Intervertebral Disc Disease 

(IVDD) is a back/spine issue that can develop in some dogs. To my knowledge, the DNA tests 
used in Europe do not include a test for CDDY, so we do not know the prevalence of this gene in 
our Schapendoes. I personally know of 2 different Schapendoes, imported to the US from differ-
ent European countries, that have this gene. It does not seem rare, given the small number of 
Schapendoes that have been tested. In breeds where IVDD is more common, this gene can be 
associated with an increased risk of problems. In breeds where IVDD is rare, this gene may have 
minimal impact on a dog’s risk for developing disease. Having either one or 
two copies of the gene is associated with the same level of risk. I have not 
been able to find any examples of Schapendoes being diagnosed with IVDD, 
so it is unknown if this is truly a health concern for our breed. I suspect this 
gene does have a structural impact on dogs, such that dogs with 2 copies 
may have more significantly shortened legs, though there are likely other 
genes involved in the proportions of our Schapendoes. I’m unsure how this 
information should be used in breeding decisions. If carriers are bred         
together, 25% of the puppies could have excessively short legs, however the 
risk of IVDD (if there is an increased risk) would be no different from the   
carriers. I’m hoping to gather more information on Schapendoes that have 
had this test. I would like to compare their height/length ratio to their genotype to determine if the 
structural difference matches what is expected with the genotype. Of my 3 Schapendoes, one of 
them has one copy of this gene, and she does appear to have slightly shorter legs than my two 
dogs with no copies.   
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DNA Testing with EMBARK for Breeders 
By:  Lisa Sponsler (Dreamstar Schapendoes), Indiana 
(Page 3 of 3) 

Some of the fun parts of the Embark testing are the traits. The B locus determines if a        
Schapendoes will be black or brown. BB and Bb dogs will be black, while bb dogs will be brown. 
The R locus controls roaning, a dominant trait that causes a puppy born black and white to      
become black and gray. RR and Rr dogs will be roan, while rr dogs will stay black and white, or 
brown and white for brown dogs. There are other genes that control some of the more unusual 
colors seen in some Schapendoes. The colors of the puppies in a litter can be predicted from the 
Embark results of the parents. My girl Zing is BB and rr. She was bred to a male that was Bb and 
Rr. The expected result would be that all puppies would be black (BB or Bb), half the puppies 
would be roan (Rr) and the other half would stay black and white (rr). The Bb puppies carry 
brown, so they could produce brown if bred to another Bb black dog or a bb brown dog. The Rr 
roan puppies carry black and white, so they could produce black and white if bred to another Rr 
roan or a rr black and white. My real-life results matched the expected for Zing’s litters born in 
2019 and 2021. Of 15 total puppies, 8 were black and gray and 7 were black and white.  



21 

 

 

(Continued next page) 

Have You Ever Wondered ... 

Why dogs like one person more than another? 
By: Tobi Emanuel, Pennsylvania 
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 During my adult life I have had 
seven dogs including my Cavalier, Reggie, 

and Liza the Schapendoes, both of whom 

are still living with us. 
 

 For SEVENTEEN plus years my 
husband and I were lucky enough to    

enjoy life with Hannah our Bearded    

Collie. She was a great dog and I think 
she'd agree that she had a great life. I fed 

her,  I groomed her,  I trained her,  I  

competed with her,  I played with her and 
I loved her; but she still put my husband 

in the #1 spot. If Mack and I were out  

together and returned home, Hannah ran 
right by me to greet Mack with loving   

energy that she saved up just for him.  
 

 When we returned from vacation 

she would blithely sail over my suitcase 
to cover him with affection. At bedtime, 

only the spot on the floor next to his side 

of the bed would work even if her favorite 
bed was elsewhere. Her obsession was so 

great that I had to ‘ban’ Mack from all  

trials since Hannah would just look for 

him no matter what she was supposed to 
be doing. I could only wonder, “What 

gives?” 
 

 Over the years I did observe that 
Hannah had a preference for men. If 

greeted by an unfamiliar couple while we 

were out for a walk, she'd greet the male 

with joy while barely allowing the female 
to pet her. Hannah would just turn and 

walk away before the woman's hand 

found fur. She was consistent. There 
were no exceptions. But this male      

preference didn't seem an adequate      

explanation for her strong preference for 
Mack. I did EVERYTHING; he did few 

things other than love her a whole lot. 

 

Hannah 
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 When our tireless editor-in-chief, 
Sandee Lively, asked me to write an     

article for the next newsletter I told her I 

needed help with ideas as my brain had a 
total white out. Her next email had the 

challenge: Find out how and why dogs 

pick their people. Little did Sandee       

realize, she had hit a personal note for 
me. 
 

 I scanned the web and found lots of 

information. There were lists of ways to 
make sure you and your dog 

bonded. There were more ideas on why 

the family dog chooses one person over 
another. All the articles agreed: the dog 

will favor the person that feeds him. If 

you took your dog on walks you'd be 

#1. If you engaged more than your    
partner the dog would definitely pick 

you. I also read about dogs preferring 

some people's smells; which immediately 
made me wonder if Mack soaked his 

clothing in steak juice - or - did I smell 

like vinegar or mothballs which dogs  
universally dislike? Other articles        

addressed energy levels - dogs prefer  

people with similar energy levels and 
temperament. Well Hannah and I were 

both energetic. Mack matched best with 

an English Bull Dog. Not one article     

explained or even hinted why I was      
always #2 with Hannah.  
 

 My husband has always 

(justifiably) described me as a dog with a 
bone. I have more than tested his        

patience during our travels. I had to 

check out multiple stacks of dishes in 

Sicily to find the right five for our kitchen 
soffit. I dragged him through the Czech 

Republic  to  locate  a  doll  with the right  

color hair and eyes for one of our grand-
daughters. The man is a saint and really 

did deserve Hannah's unbending         

loyalty. But I wanted to know why. 

 

 I confess that a trip to the library 
brought back memories of school. I have 

not researched a topic since grad 

school.  I now know that 636.1 etc in the 
Dewey Decimal System is where you will 

find all the books on canine behavior.            

Having found the right books I was    
convinced I would find the answer. I read, 

I skimmed, I researched. 

 

 After several hours in my quiet  

corner I had covered roughly two dozen 
books. I learned a lot: 
  

 "Personalities of dogs and humans  

often come to mirror one another.  

Anxious pessimistic people will match 
their dogs". 

  

 "Dogs will avoid cynophobic people 

(people fearful of dogs)". Behaviorists 

believe it's partially because fearful 
folks stare at the dog too much. 

 

 "Dogs are fine with people who are   

indifferent to them".  
 

 Dogs don't like what was termed ‘dog-

lovers’ (too-much, over-the-top, in- 
your-face attention to the dog).  "Dogs 

prefer people who know how to       

correctly great them". I now know that 
the outstretched hand is not high on 

the dogs preference scale.   
 

 I even learned that dogs can engage 

in social eavesdropping. Studies were 
done where dogs witnessed their owners 

having    social    exchanges   with   other 

(Continued next page) 

Have You Ever Wondered . . .  
By: Tobi Emanuel, Pennsylvania 
Page 2 of 3 
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While doing the research for this article, I came across a little story I could not make it fit 
into the article, but thought it was so touching I wanted to share. It addresses just how 

connected our dogs can be. It is a true story that illustrates a dog’s devotion to his owner: 

 
There was a terrier named Bobby whose owner died in Edinburgh Scotland in the mid 

1800's.  Bobby attended grave side services 

for his owner and then lay at the grave every 

night for the next 14 years, until his own 
death.  The townspeople erected a statue of 

Bobby to commemorate his memory. 

 

Greyfriars Bobby 
Greyfriars Bobby (4 May 1855 – 14 January 1872) was a 

Skye Terrier who became known in 19th-century Edinburgh 

for spending 14 years guarding the grave of his owner until 

he died on 14 January 1872. The story continues to be well 

known in Scotland, through several books and films  

individuals. The dogs would accept food 
from those who they perceived were kind 

to their owner. They also took food if the 

third party was neutral and ignored their 
owner. But anyone who was negative   

toward their owner, was ignored, even 

when offering food.  
  

 "Research shows that dogs and 
other non-human animals experience 

deep and meaningful feelings. At the 

same time, that doesn't mean we under-
stand everything that exists in the mind 

and heart of another animal".  
 

 A dog’s emotions seem to include 

joy, anger, grief, fear and pain. The      
behaviorists are still debating about 

whether or not dogs feel guilt. Even if 

they do feel guilt, I doubt seriously 
that Hannah felt guilty about loving Mack 

more. She just did.   

So, perhaps, like people, 
dogs have preferences and 
maybe it's just that simple. 

Hannah 

 

Mack 

Have You Ever Wondered . . .  
By: Tobi Emanuel, Pennsylvania 
Page 3 of 3 
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Puck’s Page 
Dog-napping of  FLUSH 

 

Submitted by: Barbara Maley (& Puck), North Carolina 

I’m sharing an interesting article about a 
dog napping of Elizabeth Barrett Brown-

ing's beloved dog, Flush. It's rather a long 

read but really interesting.  
 

One thing to note is that many purebreds, 

or their written pedigrees rather, started 

in the late 1800's. This doesn’t really    
apply to the Schappy but I always find 

the history of the breeds really interesting 

and noted that (even though Elizabeth's 
dog, Flush, was stolen in 1845). The    

author of the article notes it too:   
 

“The Victorian era (especially the latter half) 

witnessed a rocketing interest in the keeping of 

dogs as pets, as well as in the breeding and 

showing of dogs - supported by a growing      

leisure class with interest in status markers. 

This expanding bourgeoisie was responsible for 

an entire industry of breeding, with many      

varieties of dog becoming expensive and harder 

to acquire. This phenomenon was known as 

‘dog fancying’.”  
 

 

Here's the link to  

 

The Dognapping of the Century 
 

https://medium.com/truly-adventurous/
the-dognapping-of-the-century-

8169f538f295 

Elizabeth even has a poem about Flush. 
Here is an excerpt: 
 

To Flush, My Dog 
 

Loving friend, the gift of one, 

Who, her own true faith, hath run, 
Through thy lower nature; 

Be my benediction said 

With my hand upon thy head, 
Gentle fellow-creature! 

 

NOTE: Virginia Woolf also wrote about this 

dog, Flush.  
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Puck 
Enjoying Spring Break 

https://medium.com/truly-adventurous/the-dognapping-of-the-century-8169f538f295
https://medium.com/truly-adventurous/the-dognapping-of-the-century-8169f538f295
https://medium.com/truly-adventurous/the-dognapping-of-the-century-8169f538f295
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There’s a Really Cute Reason  
Why Dogs Follow You to The Bathroom 

 

You’re trying to get a few seconds of peace and quiet while 

you’re on the porcelain throne, but suddenly you feel some-
thing soft and furry at your feet. Now it’s licking your leg. 

Yep, that’s Lassie curling up in your pants. And while you 

love your dog to bits, the behavior is quite curious, after all, 

it’s not like you’re leaving the house, right? So, why do dogs 

follow you to the bathroom? We asked Dr. Crista Coppola, 

PhD , Certified Dog Behaviorist for SeniorTailWaggers.com 

for some.  

Read in PureWow: 

Why Do Dogs Follow You to the Bathroom? – PureWow  
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Why Do Dogs Spin Around Before They Poop? 

 

Dogs have a tendency to preface their bowel movements 

with a bit of rotating before getting down to business. Is 

there evolution behind their revolution? 

Read in Mental Floss:  

Why Do Dogs Spin Around Before They Poop? 

(mentalfloss.com)  

Crate Training Your Dog:  
Everything Pet Parents Should Know 

 

Crate training can keep your dog safe while you're away, 
reduce destructive behaviors, and help with housetraining 

among other things. 

Read in Dogtime:  

Crate Training Your Dog: Everything Pet Parents Should 

Know - DogTime  

Construction in Rome Reveals  
Well-Preserved, 2,000-Year-Old Dog Statue 

 

Researchers also uncovered three stone tombs, an urn and 

the remains of a young man 
Read in Smithsonian Magazine:  

Construction in Rome Reveals Well-Preserved, 2,000-Year-

Old Dog Statue | Smart News| Smithsonian Magazine  

The 12 dog star signs, their personality traits and 
which human sign they are most compatible with 

 

Are you a perfect match with your pup 
Read in Country Living UK:  

12 Dog Star Signs, Their Personality Traits And Human 

Match (countryliving.com)  

Dogs tilt their heads  
when concentrating and recalling information 

 

Head tilting is common among some dogs, but scientists had 
not previously studied the reason for that behavior. New re-

search suggests border collies tilt their heads when concen-

trating on a task or recalling information. 

Read in Business Insider:  

Dogs Tilt Their Heads When Concentrating and Recalling 

Can your dog understand you? Yes, somewhat 
 

On average, service dogs respond to about 120 words, 

whereas family pets respond to about 80 words. 

Read in Scroll.in:  

Can dogs understand what you are saying? Research sug-

gests they somewhat do (scroll.in)  

Herding Dogs: How To  
Stop Your Dog From Herding People 

 

If your dog decides to herd guests in your home by nipping 
at their heels, it can cause big problems. How can you break 

your herding dog's habit? 

Read in Dogtime:  

Herding Dogs: How To Stop Your Dog From Herding Peo-

ple - DogTime  

How Long Does It Take  
for Dogs to Forget People? 

 

Dogs have 300 million olfactory receptors inside their nose 

and humans only have 6 million. 
Read in Hola: 

How long does it take for dogs to forget people? (hola.com)  

‘The Book of Dog’ is a cherished reminder of  
who we become in the company of dogs 

 

Through personal stories of love and loss, some of India’s 

most popular writers celebrate the remarkable dogs who 

have changed them for the better. 
Read in Scroll.in:  

‘The Book of Dog’ is a cherished reminder of who we be-

come in the company of dogs (scroll.in)  

Dogs Understand  
Many More Words Than We Think 

 

Sophie Jacques, Associate Professor, Psychology and Neuro-
science, Dalhousie University, came up with some interest-

ing figures on dogs recognizing words. Starting in 2015, she 

and a colleague 

Read in Mind Matters:  

Dogs Understand Many More Words Than We Think | Mind 

Matters  

Schappy Nose News 

https://www.purewow.com/family/why-do-dogs-follow-you-to-the-bathroom?amp&amp&utm_campaign=rss&utm_medium=syndication&utm_source=apple_news
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/653865/why-dogs-spin-before-pooping
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/653865/why-dogs-spin-before-pooping
https://dogtime.com/reference/dog-training/364-crate-training
https://dogtime.com/reference/dog-training/364-crate-training
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ancient-dog-statue-discovered-at-roman-construction-site-180979330/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ancient-dog-statue-discovered-at-roman-construction-site-180979330/
https://www.countryliving.com/uk/wildlife/pets/a38682277/dog-star-sign/
https://www.countryliving.com/uk/wildlife/pets/a38682277/dog-star-sign/
https://www.businessinsider.com/why-do-dogs-tilt-heads-concentration-memory-2021-11
https://scroll.in/article/1015518/can-dogs-understand-you-yes-somewhat
https://scroll.in/article/1015518/can-dogs-understand-you-yes-somewhat
https://dogtime.com/dog-health/dog-behavior/5436-dog-herds-people-faq-leigh-siegfried
https://dogtime.com/dog-health/dog-behavior/5436-dog-herds-people-faq-leigh-siegfried
https://www.hola.com/us/lifestyle/20211019305515/how-long-does-it-take-for-dogs-to-forget-people/
https://scroll.in/article/1015989/the-book-of-dog-is-a-cherished-reminder-of-who-we-become-in-the-company-of-dogs
https://scroll.in/article/1015989/the-book-of-dog-is-a-cherished-reminder-of-who-we-become-in-the-company-of-dogs
https://mindmatters.ai/2022/01/dogs-understand-many-more-words-than-we-think/
https://mindmatters.ai/2022/01/dogs-understand-many-more-words-than-we-think/
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I am your dog, and I have a little something I would like to whisper in your ear. 
 

I know that you humans lead busy lives. Some have to work. Some have children to raise. It always 
seems like you are running here and there, often much too fast, often never noticing the truly grand 

things in life. 
 

Look down at me now, while you sit there at your computer. See, the way my dark brown eyes look at 
yours. They are slightly cloudy now. That comes with age. The gray hairs are beginning to ring my soft 

muzzle. 
 

You smile at me; I see love in your eyes. What do you see in mine? Do you see a spirit? A soul inside 

who loves you as no other in the world could? A spirit that would forgive all trespasses of prior wrong-
doing for just a simple moment of your time? That is all I ask. To slow down, if even for a few minutes 
to be with me. 
 

So many times, you have been saddened by the words you read on that screen, of others of my kind, 
passing. Sometimes we die young and oh so quickly, sometimes so suddenly it wrenches your heart out 
of your throat. Sometimes, we age so slowly before your eyes that you may not even seem to know 

until the very end, when we look at you with grizzled muzzles and cataract clouded eyes. Still the love is 
always there, even when we must take that long sleep, to run free in a distant land. 
 

I may not be here next week. Someday you will shed the water from your eyes that humans have when 
deep grief fills their souls and you’ll be angry at yourself that you did not have just ‘one more day’ with 
me. Because I love you so, your sorrow touches my spirit and grieves me. We have NOW, together. 
 

So come, sit down here next to me on the floor, and look deep into my eyes. What do you see? If you 
look hard and deep enough we will talk, you and I, heart to heart. Come to me not as ‘alpha’ or as 
‘trainer’ or even ‘Mom or Dad,” come to me as a living soul and stroke my fur and let us look deep into 

one another’s eyes, and talk. 
 

I may tell you something about the fun of chasing a tennis ball, or I may tell you something profound 

about myself or even life in general. You decided to have me in your life because you wanted a soul to 
share such things with. Someone very different from you and here I am. 
 

I am a dog, but I am alive. I feel emotion, I feel physical senses, and I can revel in the differences of 
our spirits and souls. I do not think of you as a ‘dog on two feet’- I know what you are. You are human, 
in all your quirkiness, and I love you still. 
 

Now, come sit with me on the floor. Enter my world, and let time slow down if only for 15 minutes. 
Look deep into my eyes, and whisper to my ears. Speak with your heart, with your joy, and I will know 
your true self. 
 

We may not have tomorrow, and life is oh so very short. 
 

With love always, (on behalf of canines everywhere) 
  
 ~ Author Unknown 

I AM YOUR DOG 
Author Unknown 
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